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Commissioner for Patents 
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Dear Sir: 

Pursuant to 37 CFR 1.56, 1;97 and 1.98, attached hereto is a copy of Form PTO/SB/08A. 
This application is a continuation application of U.S. patent application serial No. 10/388,348, filed 
March 13, 2003. Copies of the documents listed thereon were transmitted to the United States 
Patent and Trademark Office on March 13, 2003 and August 5, 2003. Accordingly copies are not 
being provided. 

In accordance with 37 CFR 1.97(g), the filing of this Information Disclosure Statement 
shall not be construed to mean that a search has been made or that no other material information as 
defined in 37 CFR 1.56(a) exists. In accordance with 37 CFR 1.97(h), the filing of this Information 
Disclosure statement shall not be construed to be an admission that any patent, publication or other 
information referred to therein is "prior art" for this invention unless specifically designated as such. 

It is submitted that the Information Disclosure Statement is in compliance with 37 CFR 
1.98 and the Examiner is respectfiiUy requested to consider the listed references. 
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The Commissioner is authorized to charge any deficiency of up to $300.00 or credit any 
excess in this fee to Deposit Account No. 04-0100. 

Dated: February 20, 2004 Respectfully submitted, 




Joseph Rj^Kobinson<^<9«aLr •Qc^uacztzt:,^ 

Registration No.: 33,448/'^'^52'2- 
DARBY & DARBY P.C. 
P.O. Box 5257 

New York, New York 10150-5257 
(212) 521-1100 
(212) 753-6237 (Fax) 
Attorneys/Agents For Applicant 
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Cite 
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05-23-2000 


Matsuoka et al. 
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Hintze et al. 
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*EXAMINER: Initial if reference considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609. Draw line through citation if not in conformance and not 
considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant. ^ Applicant's unique citation designation number (optional). ^ See Kinds Codes of 
USPTO Patent Documents at www.uspto.gov or MPEP 901.04. ^ Enter Office that issued the document, by the two-letter code (WlPO Standard ST.3). * For 
Japanese patent documents, the indication of the year of the reign of the Emperor must precede the serial number of the patent document. ^ Kind of document 
by the appropriate symbols as indicated on the document under WlPO Standard ST.16 if possible. ^Applicant is to place a check mark here if English language 
Translation is attached. 
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and/or country where published. 


T^ 











'EXAMINER: Initial if reference considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609. Draw line through citation if not in conformance and not 
considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant. 

'Applicant's unique citation designation number (optional). 'Applicant Is to place a check mark here if English language Translation is attached. 
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